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The Agency for Cultural Affairs accepted the proposal for the Murakami AKaizoku entitled, “Geiyo Islands :
The Stronghold of Japan's Greatest KA/.ZOKU—Memories of Murakami KA/ZOKU—"in April 2016.

What is Japan Heritage?

The Agency for Cultural Affairs designates certain historical sites and cultural assets that tell a story of
Japan'’s culture and past as a Japan Heritage. This Japan Heritage project aims to bring attention to and
promote lesser known places.See the attached brochure in English about Japan Heritage, published by the
Agency for Cultural Affairs.
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Geiyo Islands : The Stronghold of Japan's Greatest KA/ZOKU—Memories of Murakami KA/ZOKU—
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Overview of the proposal

During the Warring States Period, Luis Frois, a missionary, called the Murakami Aaizoku ‘The Greatest
kaizoku in all of Japan”. In contrast with ‘Pirates’ who mercilessly steal money and valuables from ships,
Murakami Aaizoku guaranteed the safety of sailing, and maintained the order in the sea. The remains of sea
castles, which they built as operating bases, can be seen in the Geiyo Islands. By exploring the Geiyo Island
between Onomichi and Imabari, you can experience how the Murakami Aaizoku used their available land

and resources to their advantage, and took control of sea routes in Seto Inland Sea.

EX4e 1987442

DLE
eﬁggiﬁzﬂﬂi 43B™  The ruins of Noshima Castle, Imabari City
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This seaside castle is a representative example of those built by the
Murakami kaizoku. The castle occupied an entire small island, and was in
operation from the 14th to 16th centuries.

BEPETHLALY

gkm*ﬁﬁ*i 43R™  Oyamazumi Shrine, Imabari City
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Oyamazumi Shrine served as the location where the Murakami kaizoku
worshipped the local deities. They offered traditional linked poems, called
renga, to the kami of the shrine.
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54035
Oﬁiﬁo)iﬁﬁzﬁs &) B3#E T Horaku Odori at Muku-no-ura, Onomichi City
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When the Murakami kaizoku went to war, they danced at Muku-no-ura to pray
for the victory and safety of the warriors. When they returned from war, they
also danced to celebrate the victory and to mourn the war dead. This dance,
called the Horaku Odori, is performed using a series of jumping steps, and the
performers dress in samurai-costume and carry a sword . This traditional art of
the Murakami kaizoku is still performed today.
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OBl (AEEES) R Mount shirataki, Onomichi City
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Murakami Yoshimitsu, from the Innoshima-Murakami branch, built a
temple on this mountain dedicated to the Bodhisattva Kannon. He also
erected nearly 700 Buddhist stone statues whose faces are all different from
each other. The statues seem to blend into the surrounding pine trees and
natural stones, creating a unique atmosphere.
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BB E  Noshima Murakami kaizoku RER_E  Kurushima Murakami kaizoku E &+t L Innoshima Murakami kaizoku

REBH=ROFRM Family crest of the Murakami kaizoku

The Murakami Aaizoku were active during the Warring States Period (15th~16th centuries).

The word kaizoku is usually translated in English as “pirate,” however, the organizers of the exhibition have decided
to leave the word kaizoku as it is. It is our hope that this term will become widely known and used as a common noun
like ninfa or samurai.

Recent research has found that the kaizoku of the Warring States Period were not seafaring raiders who attacked
ships at random, nor were they groups of explorers who went searching for their treasure. The kaizoku are not
synonymous with pirates of Vikings. Instead, kaizoku were considered guardians of the sea and maintained order in
maritime traffic. In times of war, they served as a military force, but this was only a small part of their activities. They
also served as escorts for other ships and provided knowledge about the current, and engaged in trading and fishing
as well. Although they may be thought of in some ways like a navy, this perception is misleading too since only a
fraction of the Murakami kaizoku engaged in such activity.

Kaizoku were “people of the sea” and particular to Japan. We would therefore like to suggest a more nuanced
understanding of the term kaizoku.
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The Innoshima Murakami branch was one of the families of the Murakami kaizoku, based in Mukaijima and
Innoshima—part of the Geiyo Islands. The oldest documents that record their existence date back to 1427.

This is a record of their cooperation with the Kono family who ruled lyo (present-day Ehime Prefecture), in the mid-
fifteenth century. The record suggests that the Innoshima Murakami branch had a strong influence throughout the
Geiyo Islands and the lyo region. The Innoshima Murakami also served Yamana Tokihiro, the lord of Bingo (present-day
eastern Hiroshima Prefecture), and escorted trading ships to China under his orders.

The most famous family head of the Innoshima Murakami kaizoku was Murakami Yoshimitsu. Yoshimitsu served on
the marine force of the Méri clan, the head of who was the daimyo, or the feudal lord, of the Chlgoku region. He also

played various important roles throughout the Seto Inland Sea.

HEH LBMOERADEY, REPHEIcAilitzE
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BAE - AEKERRE [BEHEEX{LH]

Murakami Yoshimitsu served as the head of the Innoshima
Murakami kaizoku during its prime. Based in Innoshima and
Mukaijima, they worked as a marine force subordinate to the
Méri Daimy6. They were active alongside the Noshima and
Kurushima Murakami kaizoku branches.

ﬁJ:.;.,ﬁj{%e Portrait of Murakami Yoshimitsu
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Suit of armor owned by the Innoshima
Murakami kaizoku
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This armor was given to Murakami Yoshimitsu by
Kobayakawa Takakage, a daimyo from the Mori
family, to celebrate his son Yoshisuke’s coming of
age.
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Letter from Kobayakawa Takakage
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Letter from Kobayakawa Takakage
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Written in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, these documents reveal the history of the Innoshima Murakami kaizoku.
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In 1556, Kobayakawa Takakage recommended that the Imperial ? ﬁg %L
Court grant a particular title to Murakami Yoshimatsu. ) %E f
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In this letter, dated to before the battle of Itsukushima in 1555, % L % %;ﬁ g% %: Z §
Kobayakawa Takakage, a military commander of the Chlgoku 7% U N L\
region, promises the territory of Mukaijima to Murakami h 355 g

Yoshimitsu.
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The Kurushima Murakami family branch, based on Kurushima Island, was one of the Murakami Aaizoku families.
They first appear in the historical record in 1404 when they began to administer the shoen, or manor, on the island
of Yuge (currently Kamijima-cho, Ehime Prefecture). In the Muromachi period, the Kurushima Murakami branch was
called “Sekigata.”, They were seafarers who were in charge of being on alert for Chinese ships. They were closely
related to the Kono clan, feudal lord of lyo Province.

In the Warring Sates period, Murakami Michiyasu played an active role as an important retainer of the Kéno
clan. His son Michifusa, however, broke from Kono clan and joined forces with Hashiba Hideyoshi (later Toyotomi
Hideyoshi). Hashiba Hideyoshi made his supporter Michifusa a daimyd, and he later took part in the Odawara
Campaign as part of the strong of the military force of the sea. Afterwards, he died during the invasion of Korea that
Hideyoshi instigated in 1592.

The son of Michifusa, Yasuchika, participated in the Battle of Sekigahara. He was defeated by the West army
and was subsequently, transferred to a place called Mori, now in Oita prefecture. He changed his family name to

‘Kurushima’ and his family ruled there as a feudal lord until the end of Edo period.

SEEIWEF  The ruins of Kurushima Castle, Imabari City
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Portrait of Murakami Michiyasu
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He served as the head of the Kurushima
Murakami Kaizoku during its prime. Based in
the island of Kurushima and the surrounding
area, they worked for Kdno clan as an important
retainer along with Noshima Murakami
Kaizoku.
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6. N EBHRHEERE 7. REFRREKRE
Portrait of Murakami Michifusa Portrait of Kurushima Yasuchika
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He was the son of Murakami Michiyasu. He RE | ICEAZ T

broke off from the Kono clan around 1580. He
became an ally of Oda Nobunaga and Hashiba

Hideyoshi, eventually opposing the Koéno and
Méri clans.

He was the son of Michifusa. Because of his
father's death during the invasion of Korea, he
was forced to participate in battle at a young
age. After the Battle of Sekigahara, he became
a feudal lord in ‘Morf’, (present-day Kusumachi,
T Oita Prefecture), and changed his family name
from Murakami to Kurushima.

< %L
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* Kimono bestowed by Hideyoshi to be worn under armor
ADEBRHKIOOKRE®RTE (TRUALALR) [TiF. FHDORAE
HETHBZXHE - BERD® (£ TEEL) OFIT. FEH5S
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DU EDHE NGV, KE@HTE

This is a kimono that Hideyoshi presented to Kurushima Murakami
family, owned by the Suehiro Shrine in Kusumachi, Oita Prefecture.
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These documents preserve the history of the Kurushima
Murakami Kaizoku from the sixteenth century. They
include many valuable letters from Toyotomi Hideyohsi,
Toyotomi Hideyori, and Tokugawa leyasu.

9. SEFHFRMR KBERXE]

Letter from Toyotomi Hideyoshi

10. SEEFXKRMR (RAEERXE]

Letter from Toyotomi Hidetsugu

1. SEFERMR (RBERXE]

Letter from Toyotomi Hideyori

12. EIRRBEIR (ABERXE]

Letter from Tokugawa leyasu
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Letter from Toyotomi Hideyoshi
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This is a letter from Hideyoshi to the Kurushima Murakami
family. Hideyoshi ordered them to protect the ships that
would carry lumber from foot of Mt. Fuji, at the time of the
construction of the great Buddha Hall at Hokoji in Kyoto.
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Letter from Toyotomi Hideyori
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Hideyori, successor of Toyotomi Hideyoshi wrote a

thank-you note for a year-end gift given by Kurushima
Yasuchika.
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Letter from Toyotomi Hidetsugu
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Toyotomi Hidetsugu wrote a letter of appreciation to
Murakami Michifusa, who fought in the Korean invasion.
Hidetsugu, son of Hideyoshi’s elder sister, succeeded
Hideyoshi but relinquished his position and gave it to
Hideyori on his birth.
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12. fE)IIREREMIR [ABERXE]

Letter from Tokugawa leyasu
FRF, CORMRIE. RKEFRLOSHIIRRICREELLT
BONERDEIB LI ENRBENTVLS, BIIREDE
D ENTL S,
Tokugawa leyasu, who established the Edo Bakufu,

wrote a thank you note for a year end gift given by
Kurushima Yasuchika.
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The Noshima Murakami branch established their base in Noshima Island and the surrounding area. They first
appeared in the historical record as the rulers of the island of Yuge in lyo Province, as well as watchment of the ships
owned by Toji Temple in Kyoto.

In the Warring States Period, the Noshima Murakami family branch acted independently. They alternately had
either harmonious or hostile relationships with the nearby feudal lords, including the Otomo, Méri, Miyoshi, and
Kono clans. In wartime, they skillfully steered both seki-bune and kobaya-bune (middle- and small-sized ships
respectively). They were also talented at using fire laden arrows and gunpowder. In 1576 at the first battle of
Kizugawaguchi, the Noshima Murakami participated as a part of the Mori clan’s army to defeat Oda Nobunaga and
Manabe Shimenohyoe, the kaizoku of Osaka Bay. In times of peace, they played an important role in keeping the sea
safe, as well as in trading, circulating goods, guiding ships, and maintaining the overall order of sea transportation.

When Toyotomi Hideyoshi came to rule, he prohibited the Noshima Murakami from engaging in their principal
activity, which was charging transport dues. In 1588, Hideyoshi issued a series of edicts to gain greater control over
the Noshima kaizoku. This resulted in their inability to operate freely in the Seto Inland Sea. They subsequently
became a part of Hideyoshi Toyotomi’s army, just as the Kurushima Murakami branch had already done.

©Kaoru Soehata

BEEMEF The ruins of Noshima Castle, Imabari City
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Suit of armor owned by the Noshima Murakami Kaizoku
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This armor was worn by the head of the Noshima
Murakami kaizoku. It is made of lacquered pieces of
iron and leather, which are connected with purple and
red cords. The original cost of this armor was said to be

L&5L&5LA B BY
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Japanese coat (haori) over a suit of armor
NEREEEFOSHNER L Lmbb, &
EZT v EEZSNTWS, BLWVWSREDEM)
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TW3, Sami EKERYER

This garment was worn by the head of the
Noshima Murakami kaizoku. The red color
was said to be dyed with the blood of a
mythological orangutan-like creature called
a “sh0jo,” and it was said to be a good-luck
charm that warded off evil spirits.
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Letter from Kobayakawa Hideaki
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Letter from Kobayakawa Hideaki
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This letter was written by Kobayakawa Hideaki. It carries the impressed red seal of the powerful Toyotomi
Hideyoshi, indicating that the letter conveyed his wishes. It says that Murakami Kagechika from Noshima Murakami
kaizoku would be given control of northern Kyushu for his services.
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Portrait of Murakami Kagechika
EENELRE2BBOLSEITHAIN LEHEDORBRHROER
B, BB7REWTCOERICEY. BHEREDLFNER
1756, INZERL. EFETIcEHZE o
BA - SamH _ EKERYEER

Murakami Kagechika was a military commander from
the Noshima Murakami kaizoku branch. He was the
second son of Murakami Takeyoshi who was called “the
greatest kaizoku in Japan.”
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Letter written by the heads of the Noshima Murakami kaizoku, Murakami Takeyoshi and his son Motoyoshi
ATREEDOEEL. BEOEMNRRESL LTHEFICEBELTERLRT - TEoH. REONBERBLERROH >HFRE
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These are the letters written by the heads of the Noshima Murakami kaizoku, Murakami Takeyoshi and his son Motoyoshi,
during the prime of the Noshima Murakami kaizoku. In 1600, during the Battle of Sekigahara, all the feudal loads in Japan
divided themselves into two armies:the East (Tokugawa) and West (Toyotomi). These two sides fought against each other to
unify Japan. Motoyoshi supported the West army and wrote letters to the lords of lyo (present day Ehime prefecture) who sided
with the East armies, pressing them to betray Tokugawa and ally with Toyotomi. The day after Motoyoshi wrote his letter, he
was killed in a battle at the age of 41.
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In 1600, the Battle of Sekigahara ended in what is now Gifu
Prefecture. During the battle, Japan was divided into two
camps: the Eastern armies and the Western armies. When
the battle ended and the Edo period began, the Kurushima
Murakami family, who were once daimy®6 of the Toyotomi family,
transferred to Mori in QOita Prefecture to be feudal lords of the
region.

Yasuchika of Kurushima Murakami family changed his family
name from Murakami to Kurushima. Yasuchika, lived in the
mountain castle called Tsunomure. The second generation of the
family headed by Michiharu kept the pronunciation “Kurushima,”
but changed the changed the characters of the family name. The
family subsequently ruled the territory, including the well-known
part of the Beppu hot springs, for about 250 years.

The Noshima and Innoshima Murakami families, were in the
defeated with the Western armies. They were given land in
current Yamaguchi Prefecture and became retariners of the Mori
clan.

Both of the Murakami families formed a funategumij, a
group that would guard the ships of the daimyé in present
day Yamaguchi when they went to Edo. The funategumi also
towed ships of Korean delegates, and dealt with drifting ships
around the waters of Yamaguchi Prefecture. They were based

in Hofu-shi, Yamaguchi Prefecture. Members from the Noshima

o Murakami family, in particular served as the heads of the

19. K27 HE E&KEHE funategumi for the duration of the Edo period.
Helmet of armor owned by the Murakami Kaizoku
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